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CALIFORNIA YOUTH LEADERSHIP FORUM
	FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
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2017 INFORMATIONAL GUIDE 

Attention Parents/Guardians or High School Juniors & Seniors with Disabilities!!!

Read information below to apply to the California Youth Leadership Forum for Students with Disabilities (YLF)!
(Event subject to funding availability.)

What is YLF?

· YLF assists students with disabilities to learn leadership skills and self-advocacy in a free 4-day leadership development program in a college setting. Students’ travel, room and board and personal care attendants are covered for the entire event. 

· The forum will take place during the summer and will be held this year on August 1 – 4, 2017 in Sacramento. 

· Delegates and staff may stay at a college dormitory, hotel or other residential type of facility. At the YLF, delegates create a “Personal & Career Leadership Plan” to help reach their future education, independent living, and career goals. 

· Youth meet and interact with state and national leaders with disabilities, which may include celebrities, politicians, entertainers, and other adult role models with disabilities. Participants also make lifelong friendships with other statewide delegates and alumni mentors.

· Delegates learn the basics of managing their own personal care assistant or direct support staff, and critical skills for future independent living. The YLF has highly skilled, trained staff on-site who works closely with the parent/guardian in advance and during the week of the forum to ensure the delegate’s accessibility or accommodation needs are met. 

· The YLF is sponsored by the California Committee on People with Disabilities and administered annually through a collaborative effort of state agencies, non-profit organizations and private industry. 

Who can attend?

· The YLF is only available to: California residents who are high school students with a disability in the 11th or 12th grades (during the 2016-2017 school year). 

· Applicants must be a Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) Consumer in order to be eligible for selection to the YLF. The selected applicant must remain engaged and actively continue to be in a DOR plan during the dates that the YLF occurs.

If you are not currently a DOR Consumer and are interested in attending the YLF, we encourage you to visit your local DOR office to become a consumer. Local offices can be found at DOR Location Website @ www.dor.ca.gov/DOR-Locations/index.asp. Please be aware that the process to become a consumer can take up to five months.

· Disabilities may include, but not limited to: hearing, intellectual/developmental, learning, mental/behavioral health, mobility and visual. Students must have demonstrated leadership potential in school and in the community. 

How are students selected?

· Once applications are submitted, a Student Selection Committee reviews and then will arrange to interview the applicants.

· Local interviews will take place during March and April of 2017. The Student Selection Committee makes final selections in May.

· All applicants will be notified through mail and/or email. 

What happens if selected to attend the YLF?

· Delegates should complete a confirmation form and provide additional information, including reasonable accommodation needs.

· The YLF staff will connect to provide detailed information about the forum’s schedule and activities in late spring.

· All appropriate expenses are paid by the YLF sponsors and partners. This includes travel, lodging, food, and accommodations such as sign language interpreters, personal care attendants, direct support staff, and document translation (alternate formats). 

What happens after attending the YLF?

As YLF Alumni, you will be required to:

· Share the knowledge gained form the YLF by telling others and be our voices in your school and community.

· Encourage others- help other students apply for future YLF.

· Stay connected- the CCEPD office and past YLF Alumni network with you in various leadership activities.

· Be informed- receive guidance and information through the YLF’s Alumni Activities Committee.

How do you apply?

1. Visit the Youth Leadership Forum website at www.dor.ca.gov/ylf to download the
application.
2. E-mail the application, essay, and letter of recommendation to YLF@dor.ca.gov.  
3. Only typed application packets will be accepted.

Complete applications must include: 
· Completed application
· Attached essay
· Attached one or two letters of recommendation 

Incomplete application packets may not be accepted.

Applications must be submitted electronically. If additional assistance in submitting the application is needed, please have them contact us at YLF@dor.ca.gov (email) or at (855) 894-3436 (voice). For relay services, please call 711.

If you are assisting a student with the application, please ensure they are clear on what YLF is and why they want to participate.


What is the deadline to apply?

Completed application packets must be e-mailed by March 3, 2017 to YLF@dor.ca.gov.  Please print the signature page, sign and mail to:

CCEPD/Youth Leadership Forum
721 Capitol Mall, Sixth Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

The signature page must be post-marked by March 8, 2017.

Who do you contact for further information or questions?

Contact the CCEPD office at (855) 894-3436 (voice) or email us at ylf@dor.ca.gov.  
For relay services please call 711.  
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