Medi-Cal 1915(c) Home and Community-Based Services Waivers
Overview

Allow states to provide community supported services under a waiver of certain federal requirements as an alternative to care provided in institutions

Individuals must meet eligibility criteria and cost of their care cannot exceed limits established by the state

States must apply to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services through an application process and can design their HCBS waivers with respect to:

· Target population
· Areas of coverage
· Services provided
· Number of individuals served

Application must address how the state intends to meet specific CMS requirements known as HCBS waiver assurances:

· Level of care
Participants enrolled in the HCBS waiver meet the level of care criteria, initially and annually, consistent with those residing in institutions
· Service plan
A person’s needs and preferences are assessed and reflected in a person-centered service plan
· Qualified providers
Agencies and workers providing HCBS services are qualified
· Health and welfare
Participants are protected from abuse, neglect and exploitation and get help when things go wrong or bad things happen
· Financial accountability
A state Medicaid agency pays only for services that are approved and provided, the cost of which does not exceed the cost of a nursing facility or institutional care on a per person or aggregate basis
· Administrative authority
The state Medicaid agency is fully accountable for HCBS waiver design, operations and performance


Existing 1915(c) HBCS Waiver Programs

1. Assisted Living Waiver
2. HCBS Waiver for Californians with Intellectual Disabilities
3. HIV/AIDS Waiver
4. In-Home Operations Waiver
5. Multipurpose Senior Services Program Waiver
6. Nursing Facility/Acute Hospital Transition and Diversion Waiver
7. Pediatric Palliative Care Waiver
8. San Francisco Community Living Support Benefit Waiver
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Resources Online

“At-a-Glance” Guide to Federal Medicaid Authorities Useful in Restructuring Medicaid Health Care Delivery or Payment
http://www.chcs.org/usr_doc/2012-03-23_(2)_At_a_Glance_Medicaid_Authorities_track_changes_03_30_2012_(2).pdf

CMS Training for Case Managers
http://www.hcbsassurances.org/basics/basics1.html

DHCS site: Long-Term Care Alternatives (Home and Community-Based Service Options)
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/ltc/Pages/default.aspx

