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State of California
Health and Human Services Agency

	
	BLIND FIELD SERVICES

Department of Rehabilitation

721 Capitol Mall

Sacramento, CA   95814
(916) 558-5480

(916) 558-5481 fax

	
	July 21, 2011


Dear Colleagues:

The Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) receives funding on an annual basis to provide independent living (IL) services to individuals who are aged 55 or older who are experiencing vision loss.  These federal funds are provided under Title VII, Chapter 2 of the Rehabilitation Act as amended.  In California, the DOR sub grants these funds, commonly referred to as the Older Individuals who are Blind (OIB) program, to programs that have the capacity to provide IL/OIB services to this targeted population.  DOR strives to ensure that there is a network of agencies throughout California to provide IL/OIB services to older individuals who are blind.  The primary goal of this program is to enable the older blind population to remain as independent as possible by providing IL/OIB services, information and resources in their local community.  

Under Title VII, Chapter 2 of the Rehabilitation Act, DOR anticipates receiving approximately $3.2 million in targeted funds for the Federal fiscal year 2011-2012 OIB program.  In order to draw down these federal funds it is necessary for DOR to obtain a 10% match from stakeholders.  Without this match DOR is unable to expend the OIB funds.  Federal regulations state that the contribution of match for this purpose does not entitle the contributing agency to be a beneficiary of any federal OIB funds, nor can DOR imply that a contributing agency will receive any other benefit from DOR as a result of a contribution. 

We would like to first thank the many agencies and stakeholders that voluntarily contributed for the 2010-2011 Federal fiscal year.  Due to their generosity, commitments have been received to utilize the full amount in Federal fiscal year 2010-2011.  However, the purpose of this letter is to 

once again request the assistance of agencies, programs, service providers, and other interested stakeholders, to voluntarily provide the match DOR needs to draw down all of the OIB funds for the 2011-2012 Federal fiscal year.  The 10% match must come from non-federal resources.  Matching funds can be in the form of cash or in-kind match.  

Information and technical assistance regarding eligible in-kind contributions (explained in the attachment to this letter), the development of a match letter of commitment, as well as documentation requirements, will be provided to those able to support this request.  These documents will soon be posted on the Department's website located at www.dor.ca.gov.  If you are able to assist with matching funds for the federal OIB program, please contact Joe Smith, OIB Rehabilitation Administrator at fjsmith@dor.ca.gov, or Tammy Scott, OIB Analyst,  at tjscott@dor.ca.gov.  They can be contacted at (916) 558-5488. 

Sincerely,








Joe Smith, 








OIB Administrator

Attachment: 34 CFR 80.24 Matching or Cost-Sharing

c:  Blindness Rehabilitation Agencies

Independent Living Programs

Consumer Organizations

CABVI   

